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S  
upervisor Nicole Prater was 
appointed as Winfield Township 

Supervisor December 4, 2020. Prater 
has resided in Warrenville for over 20 
years. She is married to Mike Prater and 
has an infant son. Prater is a graduate of 
Wheaton Warrenville South High School, 
College of DuPage, and Northern Illinois 
University. She served as a U.S. Air 
Force Veteran with one tour in the 
Middle East. She is a Life Member of 
Warrenville VFW, and a member of the 
Warrenville American Legion. She served 
as a Warrenville Park District Board 
member (April 2015 to December 2020) 
and a Precinct Committeeman for the 
Winfield Township. Previously, Nicole 
was the Winfield Township Clerk prior to 
being appointed the Winfield Township 
Supervisor. She looks forward to provid-
ing dedicated service to her community 
to the fullest. 

Trustee Barbara Alekna has lived in 
Winfield Township for 25 years. She 
and her husband raised two beautiful 
and successful daughters. She ran the 
midwest branch of an international logis-
tics firm and has traveled around the 
world. She is an elected Precinct 
Committeeman, and actively involved 
with the Republican Party. She was 
elected as Winfield Township Trustee  
in 2017. 

Trustee Zach Halley is a lifelong 
Winfield Township resident. He is a 
Wheaton Warrenville South graduate and 
has a degree in Criminal Justice and 
Criminology from Arizona State Univer-
sity. Zach is part-owner in a local small 
business. He strives to bring that drive 
and success as a small business owner 
to the Board of Trustees. 

Trustee Mike Konewko was appointed 
as Winfield Township Trustee Decem-
ber 4, 2020. Mike owns a local law firm 
with in the township. He looks forward to 
serving the Township board for the 
upcoming term. 

Trustee Don Voelz is a lifelong Winfield 
Township resident. He and his wife, 
Cindy, raised two daughters. Don is a 
board member of the West Chicago Park 
District, a West Chicago Lions Club 
member and a certified USSF soccer 
referee. Don has been actively involved 
in the Republican Party for over 20 years 
and is an elected precinct committee-
man. February 2012, Don was voted in 
to fill the trustee vacancy created when 
Fred Dusza retired, and has served on 
the Board since 2000. 

Meet Your New Winfield  
Township Board 2021 

Back Row Left to right: Mike Guglielmi (Clerk), Barbara Alekna (Trustee), Donald Voelz (Trustee), 
Zach Halley (Trustee), Mike Konewko (Trustee) Front row: Mark Malay (Assessor), Nicole Prater 
(Supervisor), John Dusza (Highway Commissioner)  

WINFIELD TOWNSHIP OPEN HOUSE IS CANCELLED FOR 2021... SEE YOU IN 2022!

Recycling Extravaganza 
september 25, 2021 

* * * * * *

FOR MORE INFORMATION, BROWSE OUR WEBSITE @ www.winfieldtownship.com



Winfield Township  

is comprised of most of 

West Chicago, Winfield,  

and Warrenville  

& includes small sections  

of Wheaton, Naperville,  

Aurora & Batavia. 

www.winfieldtownship.com 
FOR MORE INFORMATION REGARDING ROAD DISTRICT PROGRAMS

from the desk of... 
H I G H W AY  C O M M I S S I O N E R  

John s. Dusza 
road@winfieldtownship.com
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www.winfieldtownship.com 
FOR MORE INFORMATION REGARDING ROAD DISTRICT PROGRAMS

visit us at

Winfield Township Road District 

30W575 Roosevelt Road, West Chicago, Illinois

Paving in 2021 

Patching where needed, the streets of West 
Mack Rd., Williams Rd. & Lowden Ave. 

The	Homeowners	
Guide...	

Will be available in April 2021. 

important 
dates 

Open House 

Cancelled for 2021 

Brush Pick-up 

UNINCORPORATED AREAS 

Start Dates 
April 5, 2021        May 3, 2021 
Sept 7, 2021        Oct 4, 2021 
Day after Labor Day 

Brush needs to be bundled securely with twine, 
bundles not to exceed 50 pounds. 

Recycle  

Extravanganza 

September 25, 2021 
9:00 am – noon 
$15 cash or credit drop-off fee  
for Electronic Recycling 

Leaf Removal 

UNINCORPORATED AREAS 
Leaf pickup November 15, 2021. 

spring time 
reminders 

Chip Program 

Call the Road District Office to be placed 
on the list for a chip delivery. 

Lawn Care 

• Avoid excess watering of your lawn 
• Sparingly use pesticides and fertilizers   
• Use organic mulch  
• Keep grass clippings off the road 
• Sweep up and compost yard waste 

Parking Permit 

UNINCORPORATED AREAS 
There is no parking on Township roads, 
therefore, Parking Permits will be issued 
for special occasions and must be 
arranged 3 days in advance by calling the 
Road District Office at 630-231-8850.

RecyclinG 
ExtravaganzA

thank you to all who participated in our 2020 Recycling event; over 650 vehicles 
attended this event. Collected items were sorted; they were either given away to be re-used 
or responsibly broken down as recycled products. Thank you to SCARCE, CERT, Elgin  
Recycling, ProShred, Working Bicycles, The Crusher, and West Chicago Lions Club whose 
partnership made this event possible. We are also accepting non-perishable food items for 
the Neighborhood Food Pantries. If you would like to donate please bring items to the recy-
cling event. Thank you to the Winfield Township Elected Officials, employees and all our 
volunteers who donated their time to make sure vehicles were in and out as quickly as possi-
ble. Partial funding for shredding was provided from a DuPage County grant. 

september 25, 2021 
9:00 AM TO NOON 

WINFIELD TOWNSHIP ROAD DISTRICT FACILITY 
LOCATED AT 30W575 ROOSEVELT ROAD, WEST CHICAGO, IL 60185

THERE WILL BE A $15 (    ) FEE PER CAR TO DROP OFF ELECTRONICS

Saturday

CASH or 
CREDIT



» Lights and Alarm // Having an outside light 
can deter criminals who use the cover of 
darkness to commit crimes undetected. 
Turning on an outside light can be a deter-
rent and light your property. An alarm can 
be a deterrent and also contacts police if the 
alarm is set off when you are away. 

» Automobile // Lock your car doors and close 
all windows on your automobiles. Never 
leave your keys in your vehicle! Also make 
sure to take all valuables and paperwork 
with personal information. Most auto burgla-
ries occur on unlocked automobiles. 

» Keys and Valuables // That bowl or basket 
where everyone tosses keys, wallets, 
phones and other valuables may also help 
criminals. Sure, you’ll know where they 
are—but so will a burglar. The best place for 
car keys is beside your bed. If you wake up 
to noises that sound like someone breaking 
in, hit the alarm on the fob to scare the 
criminal away. No one likes to get locked 
out, but a spare key stashed under a rock 
or above the door frame is bound to be 
discovered, so exchange yours with a neigh-
bor you trust in case of emergency. 

» Doors // You might keep the deadbolt 
locked on the front door at all times, but 
what about the back door off the patio? Or 

maybe you leave the garage door wide open 
during the afternoons? Be as conscientious 
about your less-used entrances as you are 
with your main one. Also reinforce sliding 
doors with a sliding lock or even a metal or 
wood piece along the rails can be effective. 

» Friends, Followers, and Fiends // When 
you’re out of town have a neighbor pick up 
your mail and stop newspaper delivery so 
thieves won’t see them piling up. Also block 
any social media posts to the public that 
may say you are out of town or not at home. 
All a burglar has to do is look up your 
address and then leisurely go to your home, 
knowing you won’t be back from Italy until 
Sunday. 

all homeowners… 

» RESIDENTIAL EXEMPTION 
• You must own and occupy the home as 

your primary residence as of Jan. 1st. 
• To see if you are already receiving  

this exemption, look at your most 
recent tax bill. 

• This exemption reduces the net taxable 
value by $6,000. 

» DISABLED PERSONS EXEMPTION 
• Must be owner of record and  

primary residence. 
• A person with a medically determinable 

physical or mental impairment that is 
expected to last for a continuous period 
of at least 12 months. 

• This exemption reduces the net  
taxable value by $2,000. 

» HOME IMPROVEMENT EXEMPTION 
• If you make an improvement to your 

primary residence that results in an 
increase in your assessed value you may 
qualify for this exemption. 

• Addition, new garage, deck, patio, shed 
or other structural change may qualify. 

• This is a four year exemption with a 
maximum amount of the exemption is 
$25,000 in assessed value ($75,000  
in Market Value).  

if you are a veteran... 

» RETURNING VETERAN  
EXEMPTION 

• Any Veteran returning from active  
duty in an armed conflict. 

• Must be the Veteran’s primary residence 
and must be owner of record. 

• Only available in the year returning  
from the active duty. 

• This exemption reduces the net  
taxable value by $5,000. 

» DISABLED VETERANS’  
EXEMPTION 

• Applicant must be a Veteran with at 
least 30% service related disability as 
certified by the US Dept. of Veterans 
Affairs. 

• Veteran or surviving unmarried spouse 
of disabled veteran must own and 
occupy as primary residence. The prop-
erty cannot have a value of more than 
$750,000. 

• This exemption reduces the net  
taxable value as follows: 
» 30%-49% disability is $2,500  
» 50%-69% disability is $5,000 
» 70% disability is exempt up to a  

max assessed value of $250,000. 

will you be 65 or 

more this year… 

» SENIOR HOMESTEAD  
EXEMPTION 

• Can apply any time during the year  
that you turn 65. (Best to do before 
October 1st.) 

• Simple 1 page application at the Asses-
sor or County offices.   

• Need to bring Driver’s License  
and Deed if possible. 

• This exemption reduces the net  
taxable value by $5,000. 

• Annual renewal letter comes in  
mail each spring. 

» SENIOR ASSESSMENT FREEZE 
• Freezes taxable value of property. 

Amount of exemption is the difference 
between current assessment and  
frozen value. 

• Must have a total household income of 
$65,000 or less. 

• Apply before October 1st at Assessor  
or DuPage County Supervisor of  
Assessments Office. 

• Must be applied for each year. 
• NEW for 2021 application  

will not require a notary.

Know Your Property Tax Exemptions

from the desk of... 
A S S E S S O R   

mark malay 

from the desk of... 
S H E R I F F   

james mendrick 

assessment 
questions? 
630-231-3573 

Assessments are based on 1/3 of  market value. Multiply the assessed value by 3 to compute the estimated market value of your home. 

facebook.com/dupagesheriff @DuPageSheriff

Please report any suspicious people  
and autos to police by calling 911.  

Crime Prevention Tips
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dates to remember: Township Board Meetings: March 8th / April 12th May 10th / June 14th July 12th / Aug. 9th Sept. 13th / Oct. 11th Nov. 15th / Dec. 13th Annual Town Meeting to be Announced Due to COVID Winfield Township  Road District Office 30W575 Roosevelt Rd., West Chicago, IL   

from the desk of... 
S U P E R V I S O R   

nicole prater
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» Access DuPage  
& Silver Access 
630-510-8720 
Provides medical 
assistance to the  
poor who are not 
covered by other 
programs. 

» DuPage  
Children’s Center  
630-681-2426 
Offers child  
sexual abuse investi-
gations, treatment 
referrals, 24-hour 
emergency services. 

» DuPage Senior  
Services 
630-620-0804 
Provides Meal on 
Wheels for seniors 
among other serv-
ices. 

» Midwest Shelter  
for Homeless  
Veterans, Inc. 
630-871-8387 
Provides transitional 
housing and 
supportive services 
to United States 
Veterans. 

» Warrenville Youth  
and Family Services  
630-393-7057 
Offers counseling, 
advocacy, referrals, 
crisis intervention to 
residents of 
Warrenville. 

» WAYS 
(Wayne/Winfield 
Area Youth and 
Family Services) 
630-231-7166 
Provides counseling, 
crisis intervention, 
tutoring, etc. to town-
ship residents. 

Winfield Township also Assists  
with Funding to the following: 

» Maintenance of Big  
Woods Cemetery 

» Financial Assistance 
programs, by appoint-
ment only 

» Township property 
assessment services 

» Absentee voting 
applications 

» Member of DuPage  
CERT Program 

» Voter registration 

» Weed control services 

» Township road main-
tenance 

» Notary Publics 

» Temporary Handicap 
Parking Placards 

» Senior and Disabled  
Bus Service 

Township Services Meet Special Needs: 

Congratulations on Your  

Retirement, Dona Smith 

After over 23 years of dutiful service to the Winfield Township, 
Dona Smith retired December 4 from her role as Township 
Supervisor, held since 2003. Previously, she served as Winfield 
Township Clerk (1997-2003). 

Township staff characterized Smith as “proactive” and “selfless.” She “held her  
office with dignity, integrity and leadership.” Working on the behalf of Township citi-
zens, “Dona’s ability to realize a need and fill it in a timely, cost-effective, and sensible 
way that best benefitted the residents of Winfield Township was commendable and  
an inspiration.” 

Some of Smith’s accomplishments during her tenure included: 
• Modernizing Winfield Township office space and equipment to be more eco-friendly 
• Creating the Winfield Township website and newsletter 
• Organizing a local bus program to service community seniors and disabled residents 

Smith served as president of the DuPage County Supervisor Association and helped 
rewrite the General Assistance and Public Aid Act for DuPage County. She was an 
executive council member representing all townships during the formation of the 
DuPage Health Coalition. She was responsible for developing ACCESS DuPage, a non-
profit organization connecting low-income and uninsured DuPage county residents to 
affordable health care services. 

One Township colleague best stated Smith’s impact: “We have never worked with a 
more dedicated person than Dona Smith. She has always gone above and beyond to 
serve her Township. She will be greatly missed.” 

Ride DuPage 

Just a reminder to our seniors and disabled riders - You must be a registered participant 
to use The Winfield Township Bus and/or Ride DuPage Transportation. You may call our 
office at 630-231-3591 to register for either program (note: those living within city 
limits of West Chicago or Warrenville should call that city to register for Ride DuPage 
only). Also, we have the information on our website www.winfieldtownship.com. 

Our doors are always open to residents with questions and/or comments,  
please feel free to contact us anytime. 

Follow us on Facebook 
@WinfieldTownshipIL.

Nicole

Winfield Township offers our most heartfelt 
gratitude to Terry Klingberg, who has served 
the community for the past 46 years driving 
the Township Bus. 

The Township will miss him dearly,  
but wishes him luck in his retirement!



Emergency Assistance for Basic Needs 

Available to Qualified Winfield Township Residents 

Appointments are required and requested documentation must be presented at the 
time of application. Proof of address, 30-day income, Social Security cards, Birth 
Certificates/Naturalization papers or Permanent Resident cards must accompany 
your application for assistance. Requests for rental assistance must include a 5-day 
notice from your landlord for the current month’s rent and a copy of your lease. There 
must be a Final Notice Prior to Disconnection on a utility bill in order for the township 
to consider it an emergency and the township cannot assist with gas or electric bills 
when the LiHeap program is in effect. One cannot be eligible for General and Emer-
gency Assistance at the same time. 

Wrap Up Holiday Assistance Program 

This year looked a little bit different from previous years due to COVID-19, we 
want to say a huge Thank You to all of our wonderful donors who continue to make 
this program happen and made this a special holiday 
season four our Winfield Township families in need.  

The families who were invited to participate in the Holi-
day Assistance Program came from the Township Emer-
gency Assistance Program and the local food pantry. 145 
children were “adopted” this holiday season.  

Four children (between ages 7 and 11) were also 
invited to shop with law enforcement. Each child got 
picked up at their home by an officer who volunteered 
his/her time to the child shopping for his/her family.  
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b a s i c  n e e d s  a s s i s t a n c e

General Assistance 

The Township General Assistance 
program provides a minimum grant for 
individuals who live in Winfield Town-
ship and do not fit into other categories 
for assistance from the State or Federal 
Government. There is a work component 
to this grant. Applicant must meet all 
requirements.  

LiHeap 

LIHEAP (Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program) assists eligible 
households in paying their gas/and or 
electric bills. Eligibility is determined by 

household size, income, and 
geographical location. This 
program runs through June 
30, 2021 or until the funds 
run out.  

ÿ
Wayne-Winfield Area Youth-Family Services
Response to COVID: WAYS has continued to oper-
ate by switching to a digital platform. We 
continue to provide the majority of our services 
using Zoom video conferencing.   

Individual and Family Therapy is available in 
English and Spanish, working with children, 
teens, adults, and seniors addressing a wide vari-
ety of issues: family conflict, depression, anxiety, 
self-harm, youth behavioral concerns, communi-
cation concerns, marital concerns, stress manage-
ment, adjustment to change, work issues, grief, 
and much more. Full fee is $65 per session, with 
sliding scale reductions available for eligible 
clients, based on household income and family 
size. 

Tutoring is available to help support children who 
are struggling. Many students have been using 2-
3 sessions a week during remote and hybrid 
learning. Certified teachers tutor elementary and 
middle school age youth. A limited number of 
high school subjects can also be addressed. 
Tutoring is $25 per session, with sliding scale 
reductions available for eligible clients. 

WAYS now has more bilingual staff to serve Span-
ish-speaking needs! Martha Wilson, LSW is joined 
by Karla Melendez, MSW, and Lily Ascencio, BA.  

School groups focused on self-care 
are being provided to students at 
Tefft Middle School. Additional slots 
are available for other interested 
schools. 

Keep Calm & Craft is a fun new group developed 
for elementary or middle school children to relax 
and socialize while creating art and playing 
games. Join us Mondays 6-7 pm and Wednesdays 
4-5 pm. Attend one or both. Sessions are only $5 
each with a registration link on our webpage. 

Summer Camp plans are uncertain at this time. If 
we are unable to hold it in-person, we plan to 
hold a virtual program like we did last summer.  
We will continue to update our website and Face-
book page with details as they become available 
in the next few months. 

Help Wanted! Now interviewing for Master’s level 
internships for May 2021 and December 2021 
Also, interviewing for high school level tutors. 

Fundraising: Our first online raffle in November 
was a success! Our next online fundraiser is an 
auction and it starts soon: March 15-March 28, 
2021. The auction website is: 
charityauction.bid/marchauction 

GROUPS  FOR  ADULTS : 
$13 CONSULT // $25 PER SESSION 
Parenting Classes: An 8-session series 
English: Wednesdays 8-9pm OR Thursdays 10-11 am. 
Spanish: Mondays 7-8 pm 

Anger Management Classes: A 10-session series 
English: Tuesdays 8-9pm OR Fridays 9-10am.  
Spanish: Fridays 9-10 am 

TO REGISTER OR MORE INFORMATION, CALL WAYS INTAKE AT 630-231-7166 (X158 IN SPANISH) 

WAYS4Change

REGISTRATION REQUIRED IN ADVANCE FOR ALL SERVICES. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT: WWW.WAYS4CHANGE.ORG

basic needs 
questions? 

331-240-2665 
or 630-231-3591 

For any basic needs questions or to make an appointment for any of these services please contact Claudia Gabrels Monday-Friday 8:00am-4:30pm
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Winfield Township Office 
130 Arbor Avenue | West Chicago, Illinois 60186-0369
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Office Hours:  
8:00 am - 4:30 pm 
Monday - Friday 

Supervisor and General 
Assistance offices:  
630-231-3591 TEL 
630-231-3697 FAX 

Office Hours:  
7:00 am - 3:30 pm 
Monday - Friday

630-231-8850 TEL 
630-231-9508 FAX 

Assessor's office:  
630-231-3573 TEL  
630-231-3697 FAX 
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CARES ACT Assistance from Your 
Winfield Township Government 

D  
uring the COVID epidemic, the US government has awarded funds to local 
Townships in order to provide help within our communities. As part of our 

commitment to area residents, Winfield Township has worked with local agencies such 
as the West Chicago Foodbank and Warrenville’s Immanuel 
Presbyterian Church to supply diapers, adult diapers, wipes and feminine hygiene 
products to those in need. We look forward to continuing to serve our community any 
way we can during this critical time.

Mike Guglielmi (Clerk), Sheila Rutledge (County Board member), Nicole Prater 
(Supervisor), Zach Halley (Trustee), Phil Bergman (Highway Dept.), Donald Voelz 
(Trustee), Member of WC foodbank, and John Dusza (Highway Commissioner)  
deliver another load of supplies for Township citizen support.

Mike Guglielmi (Clerk), Donald Voelz (Trustee), Zach Halley (Trustee), Nancy Andrews (WC Food 
Bank), and Nicole Prater (Supervisor) provide supplies for Township families in need. 

Donald Voelz (Trustee) and Nicole Prater (Supervisor) deliver 
diapers to Immanuel Presbyterian Church Director of food bank 


